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“The more that you read, the more things 
you will know. The more that you learn, the 

more places you'll go.” Dr Seuss.  
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Phonics at Brecknock 
In line with the DfE’s new national guidance around early 
reading and the role of validated systematic synthetic 
phonics programmes , we are now following the Little 
Wandle phonics programme . Little Wandle parent/home 
resources can be found from page 4 of this pack.  
 

What exactly is phonics? 
Words are made from small units of sound called phonemes . Phonics lessons 
teach children how to listen carefully and identify the phonemes that make up 
each word. This helps children to learn to first read and then spell words. 
 

Phonics is recommended as the first strategy  children should be taught in 
helping them learn to read. It runs alongside other teaching methods such 
as Guided Reading and shared reading to help children develop all the other 
vital reading skills and foster within them a love of reading. 
 

In phonics lessons children are taught three main things: 
 

GPCs - This stands for grapheme phoneme correspondences. This simply 
means that they are taught all the phonemes in the English language and 
ways of writing them down. These sounds are taught in a particular order.  
 

Blending  - children are taught to blend. This is when they say the sounds 
that make up a word and are able to merge the sounds together until they 
can hear what the word is. This skill is vital in learning to read. 
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Segmenting - children are also taught to segment. This is the opposite of 
blending. Children are able to say a word and then break it up into the 
phonemes that make it up. This skill is vital in being able to spell words. 
 

What makes phonics tricky ? 
 

In some languages learning phonics is easy because each phoneme has 
a single grapheme to represent it. The English language is a bit more 
complicated. This is largely because it has been influenced by many different 
cultures and so is a blend of Germanic, Romance and Latinate languages.  
As a result, although English only has around 44 phonemes there are around 
120 graphemes (ways of writing down those 44 phonemes). Of course, we 
only have 26 letters in the alphabet so some graphemes are made up from 
more than one letter.  

 

 
Digraphs are graphemes made up of two letters. 

 

ch   th   oo   ay 
 

 
Trigraphs  are graphemes made up of three letters. 

 

ear   air   ure 
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Split digraphs  are separated/split by a letter but still make one sound. 
 

a-e in make and cake 

i-e in  nice and bike e-e in even and Steven 

o-e in phone home u-e in cute flute 
 

Another slightly sticky problem is that some graphemes can represent more 
than one phoneme. For example, ch makes very different sounds in these 
three words:  

chip       school           chef 
 

These tricky bits mean that it is even more important that we teach phonics 
and that children learn it clearly and systematically. A written language is 
essentially a form of a code. Teaching phonics is teaching children to crack 
that code. Children learn the simple bits first and then can easily progress 
on to the trickier bits. 
 

Phonics for Writing 
 
When writing, children have to listen to the whole word and segment it into 
its individual phonemes. We use the sound mats to help the children locate 
and choose the correct sound to help them spell and write. 

Eg; sat s-a-t 
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Little Wandle Parent Resources  

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/res
ources/for-parents/ 

Follow the link above or click here for the Little Wandle parent page.   
 

At Brecknock, we use Little Wanda Letters and Sounds. Nursery children 
learn Foundations for Phonics.  
 
This stage is all about identifying sounds in the environment and oral 
blending skills. 
 
Here are some games that we play with children at the Foundations for 
Phonics stage. You can use some of these ideas at home to support your 
child with their learning. 
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The resources on the Little Wandle parent page will help you support your 
child with saying their sounds and writing their letters.   
 
 
 
 
 
Pronouncing pure sounds accurately is very important at this stage.  
There are also some useful videos so you can see how they are taught at 
school and feel confident about supporting their reading at home.  
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Reading for Meaning and Pleasure at Brecknock 

At Brecknock, we are passionate about children’s reading and 
ensure that our curriculum is rooted in plentiful opportunities 
for rich text exploration. Children’s daily reading at home  is 

crucial to growth as readers and writers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Your children will read 
Foundation for Phonics 
Little Wandle books in 
school. These books are 
wordless are used to 
develop children’s reading 
behaviours. 

Reading for pleasure books 
are completely different. 
They should be a 
celebration of character, 
plot, text, pictures and 
imagination1 These can be 
read to, and with, children. 
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Picture Book Prompts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Talk  
Talking to your child about the book they are reading is essential for helping 
them make sense of text  and nurturing a love of reading .  

It helps children to trust their own ideas  and interpretations, to talk effectively 
about a book, deepening their understanding .  

It can open up new worlds for children, giving them the opportunity to use their 
imagination to explore new ideas, visit new places and meet new characters. It 
also improves children’s well-being and empathy . It helps them to understand 
their own identity , and gives them an insight into the world and the views of 
others . 
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Little Wandle parent page 
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phonics Play is another useful resource, but it is 
important to stick to games recommended by your class 
teacher to ensure the activity is relevant to your child’s 
learning. 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

You can set up an account and give these games a try—
only Phase 1 in Nursery! 

Listen Up : Communication games and 
activities 

Hungry Little Minds:  fun activities 

Book Trust:  tips for reading with your child 


