
      

 

KEY CONCEPTS 

 

KEY LEARNING 

 Greece was divided into city-states (polis) that had their own laws and 

way of life. Athens and Sparta were famous.  

 A polis had an urban centre, was protected by walls and had a sacred cen-

tre (citadel) or harbour.  

 In Sparta, life was very different; all that was important was being able to 

defend Sparta in battle.  

 Athens had a democratic government – decisions were made by voting. 

 Religion was very important. Ancient Greeks were polytheists .              

They believed in different gods and goddesses, such as a god of the sea 

and a goddess of wisdom. Temples were built and myths were written and 

told in their honour. 

 Greek styles of art, archi-

tecture, philosophy and 

theatre were developed - 

these helped shaped our 

modern society along with 

science, language and 

maths.   
 The first Olympic Games were held in 776 BC in the polis Olympia. The 

games were not just about sport, but also about religion and getting ready 

for war.   

 Historians and archaeologists learn about the lives of the Ancient Greeks 

through looking at pottery, buildings, Greek stories (myths), art and objects 

known as artefacts (primary sources).  

 There are lots of secondary sources that have been produced by historians.  

Some of these are very old, as people have been interested in studying the 

way the Greeks lived for hundreds of years.  

Ancient Greece 

  Links to previous learning   

Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 5 Year 4  

Explorers   Great Fire of London 1666 CE Prehistoric Britain 2500 CE - 42 

CE  

Britain’s settlement by Anglo 

Saxons and Scots 400-789 CE  

Ancient Egypt 1500 BCE—0 CE 

ancient  

democracy  

empire  

society   

civilisation  

legacy  

Geographical knowledge 

Greece is located in  
Europe and the coastline is 
on the Mediterranean Sea. 

Greece has a long coastline 
and lots of mountains. It is 
made up of over one thou-
sand islands. The meant 
they could trade with lots of 
other people. 

 



 
 

 Order significant events, 
movements and dates on a 
timeline.  

 
 Understand how some histor-

ical events occurred concur-
rently in different locations 

 To describe some of the 
achievements and develop-
ments of the past. 

 Describe how historical 
events studied affect/
influence life today. 

 Make links between some of 
the features of past societies. 
(e.g. religion, houses, society, 
technology.) 

 To identify different ways the 
past is represented and con-
structed from a range of 
sources  

 

VOCABULARY 

                                                    TIMELINE  

3000 B.C. 1200 B.C. 750 B.C. 770 B.C. 776 B.C. 600 B.C. 500 B.C. 431 B.C. 332 B.C. 146 B.C. 

Minoan Civili-

zation begins 

on Crete 

The Trojan 

Wars 

Greeks set 

sail to set 

up colonies 

First Greek 

alphabet 

created 

First Olym-

pic Games 

First 

Greek 

coins are 

used 

Democra-

cy used in 

Athens 

The Pelo-

ponnesian 

Wars begin 

between 

Athens and 

Sparta 

Alexander 

the Great 

Conquers 

Egypt  

Greece be-

comes part 

of the Ro-

man Empire 

THINKING HISTORICALLY 

Archaeology  The study of the past through looking at artefacts and remains from the 

past. Someone who does this is known as an archaeologist,  
 

Philosophy  The study or creation of theories about basic things such as the nature 

of existence, knowledge, and thought, or about how people should 

live .  

 

Polis  An Ancient Greek city state   

Acropolis  The citadel of an Ancient Greek city.   

Citadel  The middle area of a city, usually with a fort or castle in it.  It is used for 

defending the city.  
 

Polytheists  The worship and belief in more than one god.  

Mythology A group of myths, especially all the myths from a particular country, reli-

gion, or culture.  
 

Invade To take over a place by force.  

Artefacts  An artefact is an object made by a person . Artefacts include art, tools, 

and clothing made by people of any time and place. The term can also 

be used to refer to the remains of an object. 

 


