
2YO Nursery Curriculum Map

Autumn 1
All About Me

Autumn 2
My World

Spring 1
Building Rainbows

Spring 2
Animal Homes

Summer 1
Making Music

Summer 2
Growing Plants

Communication and Language
Listening, Attention and Understanding, Speaking

Autumn
Follow instructions like
“roll the ball” or “throw
the ball” through
games.

Listen to the sounds
they can hear when
inside and outside.

Use words to express
what they would like
when given a choice.

Children will repeat
words and phrases that
they hear adults say.

Autumn 2
Use puppets and props
to listen and respond
to stories.

Help adults with jobs
eg: find the shells, find
the snails, find the hat.

Find the correct thing
that has been asked for.

Use objects and
gestures alongside talk
to help them explain
what they mean when
they are talking.

Children will use two
word phrases to tell
you what they want or
need.

Spring 1
Recognise different
sounds by finding or
going to the object or
place where the sound
is coming from.

Point to the right
picture to show you
that they understand
questions asked.

Use simple sentences
with 3-4 words to talk
about what they are
doing or what is
happening eg:
“Mummy is at work.”

Ask questions such as
what the names of
people or objects are.

Spring 2
Listen with interest to
stories whilst adults use
different voices,
different tone and
intonation as they read
to them.

Understand short
“who”, “what” and
“where”questions such
as “Who’s that?”,
“What’s that?” or
“Where is?” as they look
at pictures in a book or
play with toys.

Hold a conversation
with adults about lots of
different things jumping
from topic to topic –
what they are doing,
what they like or what
they have done.

Summer 1
Learn one another’s
names and begin to use
them.

Point to the right picture
or object to show that
they are developing an
understanding of
concepts such as “big”
or “small”.

Follow instructions with
three key words.

Learn new words rapidly
and use them when
communicating (whole
school Word of the Day).

Children will ask
questions such as
“what”, “where” and
“who” when sharing a
book or playing with
toys.

Summer
Shift their attention, stop
what they are doing, look
at you and listen to you,
usually supported by
saying their name.

Understand more
complex two - part
instructions or questions
such as “Put the bricks
away and then we’ll read
a book”.

Children will talk about
what they see, hear, think
and feel using
descriptive language.

Children will use
pronouns (eg: me, him,
she) and prepositions
(eg: in, on, under)
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Self-Regulation, Managing Self, Building Relationships

Autumn 1
Core text:

Self-regualtion
Find ways to calm
themselves.

Begin to manage
transitions.

Managing Self
Find parts of their body
through playing games
and singing songs.

Use their voice or
gestures to get help or
attention.

Relationships
Begin to make friends
with key grown ups.

Play alongside other
children.

Watch what other
children are doing and
then join in with them.

Autumn 2
Core text:

Self-regualtion
Express preferences
and make some
decisions with visuals to
support.

Managing Self
Play with new toys by
themselves but like to
find a grown up that
they know when they
need them.

Health and Wellbeing
Show they need the
toilet by fidgeting or
going somewhere quiet
or hidden.

Wash and dry their
hands by themselves.

Relationships
Play by themselves or
with other children but
when they are feeling
tired, worried, upset
they will find a grown
up that they know.

Spring 1
Core text:

Self-regualtion
Begin to follow phrases
with visual prompts eg:
“Can I have a turn?” or
“My turn next.”

Share out items
between friends with
support.

Managing Self
Begin to use toys to
pretend they are
something else

Make preferences
about what they want
to play with, eat and /or
wear.

Health and Wellbeing
Children will know
when they have got a
wet or dirty nappy.

Relationships
Play copying games
with the adults

Spring 2
Core text:

Self-regualtion
Express their feelings
through words like ‘sad’,
‘upset’ or ‘angry’ with
visuals to support.

Stop themselves from
doing something that
they know they
shouldn’t do.

Health and Wellbeing
Children will try to do
things for themselves
such as putting boots
on, and will often tell
you “no” if you try to
help them”.

Children will know when
they need the toilet and
may tell you in advance.

Relationships
Play turn taking games,
like rolling a ball back
and forth, with a grown
up.

Summer 1
Core text:

Self-regualtion
Talk about and manage
their emotions with
support from the adults.

Begin to share toys with
friends.

Managing Self
Help adults with jobs
sharing items out or
collecting objects in.

Health and Wellbeing
Learn to use the toilet
with help.

Express preferences
about what they like and
don’t like to eat and
drink.

Help get dressed and
undressed.

Relationships
Begin to  make friends
and seek them out.

Summer 2
Core text:

Self-regualtion
Follow simple routines.

Health and Wellbeing
Children will learn to use
the toilet with help, and
then independently.

Relationships
Develop their friendships
with other children

Share toys with others.

Play turn taking games
with a friend with adult
guidance.
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Physical Development: Gross Motor Skills, Fine Motor Skills

(developed through children’s engagement with daily continuous provision and outcomes across the curriculum)

Autumn 1
Gross motor skills:
Key text:

Running, squatting
Clapping and stamping
to music

Fine motor skills:
Squeeze, squash and
poke dough and other
materials with their
hands.

Tear, make marks and
print on different types
of paper.

Autumn 2
Gross motor skills:
Key text:

Climbing equipment.
Exploring spaces, like
tunnels, dens and large
boxes and moving
around in them.

Fine motor skills:
Use chunky pen or
crayons and explore
the marks they can
make.

Use rolling pins and
cutters when playing
with the dough.

Explore, a range of
different materials such
as, clay, finger paints,
spoons, brushes and
shells.

Spring 1
Gross motor skills:
Key text:

Developing upper body
strength waving
ribbons around
themselves.

Kicking, throwing and
catching balls.

Fine motor skills:
Use a chunky crayon,
pencil, pen or paint
brush and make lines
that go across, up and
down or round and
round.

Start learning how to
use a knife and fork.

Spring 2
Gross motor skills:
Key text:

Ball games with adults.

Building and
constructing.

Fine motor skills:
Dress a teddy or doll
with different types of
clothes, like coats,
jumpers and dresses,
and different types of
fastenings, like buttons,
Velcro and zips.

Summer 1
Gross motor skills:
Key text:

Spinning, rolling,
swinging, using ropes.

Fine motor skills:
Help get lunch or snacks
ready by for example,
cutting the cheese or the
bananas

Begin to explore letter
formation (Little Wandle)

Summer 2
Gross motor skills:
Key text:

Running, jumping,
climbing, and moving
around in different ways.

Use a push-along
wheeled toy, a scooter or
ride a tricycle

Fine motor skills:
Use children’s scissors to
cut dough, cooked
spaghetti or paper.

Copy some letters from
their name by
themselves using correct
letter formation (Little
Wandle)
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Literacy

Comprehension, Word Reading, Writing

Autumn 1
Key Texts:

Outcomes:
Self-portraits, family
photos, speech
bubbles

Name writing

Autumn 2
Key Texts:

Outcomes:
Family portraits, family
labelling

Diwali cards, Christmas
cards

Name writing.

Spring 1
Key Texts:

Outcomes:
Character drawing,
story map, story retell,
sequencing the story,
messages to friends

Name writing

Spring 2
Key Texts:

Outcomes:
Story map, sequencing
stories, character
labelling, retelling
stories with puppets,
animal facts, who lives
here? booklets

Name writing

Summer 1
Key Texts:

=Outcomes:
Small world retelling of
story, labels, lists

Scribing and acting out
stories

Name writing

Summer 2
Key Texts:

Outcomes:
Instructions for planting a
seed, sequencing the
story, retelling the story,
lists, I spy booklets

Name writing

Little Wandle phonics
Identify environmental
sounds.

Tuning into sounds

Little Wandle phonics
Play instrumental
sounds.

Listening and
remembering sounds

Little Wandle phonics
Articulate sounds –
including playing with
voice sounds.

Little Wandle phonics
Body percussion

Talking about sounds.

Little Wandle phonics
Rhythm and Rhyme- Silly
Soup rhyming words.

Little Wandle phonics
Oral blending and
segmenting

Alliteration
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Mathematics

Number, Numerical Patterns

Autumn 1
Core Text:

Number:
Saying some
numbers in
sequence.

Join in with number
names when singing
number rhymes and
songs

Numerical Patterns:
Build with a range of
resources

Explore a collection
of different types and
sizes of balls or
things that will roll.

Autumn 2
Core Text:

Number:
Sort out objects so
that all the same
ones are together

Numerical Patterns:
Build towers and
long lines across the
floor with bricks.

Complete inset
puzzles and jigsaws.

Spring 1
Core Text:

Number:
Join in with counting
as they collect items
or do things like
count how many pets
for sale

Say number names
spontaneously in
their play

Numerical Patterns:
Climb, tunnel and
hide responding to
spatial words like
‘up’, ‘down’,
‘through’ and ‘on top
of’.

Spring 2
Core Text:

Number:
Begin to say some
number names in
order.

Numerical Patterns:
Explore what “full”
and “empty” looks
like.

Know the order they
need to use things to
help them get ready
at key times lunchtime
or hometime.

Point to the correct
picture in a book or a
toy when asked size
related questions eg:
“Where’s the big
teddy?” and “Where’s
the little teddy?”.

Summer 1
Core Text:

Number:
Show you which group
of toys or plate of
food has “more”.

Notice changes of
amount in a group of
up to three items

Numerical Patterns:
Notice differences in
size and weight when
provided with objects
eg: tiny/big bears,
shoes, cups, bowls,
blocks.

Point to shapes and
patterns in pictures
and clothes.

Summer 2
Core Text:

Number:
Give the correct
number of objects
when the adult says,
“please give me one”,
“please give me two”.

Draw marks, lines and
pictures to represent
an amount.

Numerical Patterns:
Notice differences in
size and weight -use
language eg: ‘bigger,
little, smaller,’, ‘high,
low’, ‘tall, heavy’.

Sort a collection of
objects so that ones
that are the same
shape or size are
altogether.
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Understanding the World Past and Present, People, Culture and Communities, The Natural World
During carpet sessions, assemblies and continuous provision children will get to celebrate and value cultural, religious and community events, experiences and

significant people that have shaped their life.

Autumn 1
Core text:

Black History Season
Rosh Hashanah

Remember significant
events in their own
experiences eg: a new
sibling, a birthday

Develop relationships
with key familiar adults.

Explore different
textures, sounds, smells
and tastes.

Autumn 2
Core text:

Black History Season
Christmas, Hanukkah
Diwali

Talk about their family,
when they are in the
room, or when photos
are shown to them

Show an interest in
children and people
around them.

Use toys to act out
pretend play of familiar,
everyday routines.

Explore the natural
world around them.

Spring 1
Core text:

Lunar New Year

Begin to notice
differences between
people

Listen to stories about
children and families.

Recognise photos of
their friends, family and
other special people.

Use lots of different
textures for exploration
with fingers, feet and
whole body eg: wet
sand, dry sand, water,
paint and playdough.

Spring 2
Core text:

Lent, International
Women’s Day, Holi,
Easter

Tallk about significant
events eg: a new sibling,
a birthday

Observe how they have
changed from a baby to
a toddler

Begin to make friends.

Explore, show curiosity,
for living things.

Summer 1
Core text:

Windrush Day, Eid al-Fitr

Using songs, poems,
puppets and role play
children are introduced
to characters, including
those from the past

Talk about how they are
the same and different
from other people, such
as what they like to eat
or what clothes they
wear.

Explore natural
materials, indoors and
outside eg: collecting
leaves, noticing flowers.

Summer 2
Core text:

Eid al-Adha, Bastille Day

Gain an understanding
about the passing of
time (e.g. within the
school day)

Identify some similarities
and differences between
their own family and
others.

Talk about differences
and what they notice.

Talk about what they see
when they play outside.
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Expressive Arts and Design Creating with Materials, Being Imaginative and Expressive
Children are encouraged to explore all art resources to create and express themselves independently through art during all continuous provision sessions.

Autumn 1
Explore the marks they
make as they use a
chunky pen or crayons
or use their hands or
feet in a variety of
materials eg: bubbles,
mud or paint.

Explore what happens
when they use their
hands to pull, squash,
squeeze and
manipulate dough and
other materials.

Music:
Join in singing words to
songs when doing
other things eg: getting
dressed, walking
somewhere, waiting for
lunch

Children will make
rhythmical and
repetitive sounds as
music is being played.

Outcomes:
Self portraits, Dear Zoo
character wooden
spoons, family salt
dough hangings

Autumn 2
Explore paint, using
fingers and other parts
of their bodies as well
as brushes and other
tools.

Use chunky pens or
crayons to make lines
that go up and down
and round and round.

Use their  hands or
objects eg: sticks to
make marks in paint,
cornflour or mud. As
they make the marks
they begin to use
words to describe what
they are doing or
feeling.

Music:
Winter Performance

Explore a range of
sound makers and
instruments and play
them in different ways.

Outcomes:
Monster sock puppets,
winter decorations

Spring 1
Express ideas and
feelings through
making marks, and
sometimes give a
meaning to the marks
they make.

Begin to use colour
names.

Music:
Start to make different
sounds, like fast and
loud, when playing
musical instruments or
everyday things like
spoons, pots or plastic
bowls

Join in by singing and
copying actions to their
favourite songs and
rhymes.

Outcomes:
Colour Monster
puppets, Emotion
bottles, Elmer collage &
patchwork patterns,
Lunar New Year dragon
dance

Spring 2
Explore different
materials, using all their
senses to investigate
them.

Use their imagination as
they consider what they
can do with different
materials.
eg: blocks, clay, soft
wood, card, offcuts of
fabrics and materials
with different textures.

Join materials together
using glue or tape.

Music:
Explore the different
sounds they can make
using musical
instruments or everyday
objects such as spoons,
pots and plastic bowls.

Outcomes:
Build a birds nest, bird
feeder, minibeast home,
hats using different
materials, holi - design
t-shirts using powder
paints

Summer 1
Make simple models
which express their
ideas.

Explore materials/
resources finding out
what they are/what they
can do and decide how
they want to use them.

Use toys and clothes to
pretend and act out
familiar, everyday
routines,

Music:
Join in with dancing to
songs when they hear
musical instruments
being played.

Outcomes:
Make Instruments,
design Eid cards, record
soundtrack to a dance
with different sounds
(animal sounds, garden
sounds, night sounds),
Perform a dance.

Summer 2
Tell you what the
different marks they
make in their drawings
are.

Explore what happens
when they use different
types of paint, pens,
pencils, crayons, paper,
glue and scissors.

Dress up using clothes,
pieces of fabric, hats and
bags and begin to take
on different characters or
roles in their play.

Music:
Accompany action
songs. They will do this
with their own
movements or by playing
instruments.

Outcomes
Design seed packets,
Clay vases, Glove
puppets, Build a
beanstalk, Make turnip
soup.


