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Why is learning vocabulary important?

Vocabulary – or, the words we need to know in order to communicate – 
is important for daily comprehension of what others are saying, what 
we are reading, and even what we want others to understand. 

Vocabulary is critical to a child’s success for these reasons:

● Vocabulary growth is directly related to school achievement
● The size of a child’s vocabulary in Reception predicts the ability to 

learn to read
● Vocabulary helps children to think and learn about the world
● Expanding a child’s knowledge of words provides unlimited access 

to new information



How do we build pupils’ vocabulary at Brecknock?



acquisition

the learning or developing of a skill.

The acquisition of vocabulary is essential for 
ensuring pupils’ academic success.

To acquire
To get
To have



How can you help develop  your 
child’s vocabulary?
Read, read and read some more!

● Read with and to your child as often as possible 
and talk about new words you encounter

● Write your child’s progress in their Reading 
Record

● Practice the Little Wandle Phonics sounds that 
your child is learning in lessons

● Practice your child’s spellings, using the 
Home-learning overview on Google Classroom

● Talk to your child about the meaning of the 
words listed on the Knowledge Mats

● If your child is signed up to Nessy, ensure they 
practice daily



What is Reading for Pleasure?

It is or can be transformational… (Cremin et al., 2014:5) 

Where can you find it? Anywhere …. with any kind of text 

How can you share it? Easily … If you know others are interested

Reading for pleasure opens up new worlds for children. It gives 
them the opportunity to use their imagination to explore new 
ideas, visit new places and meet new characters. It also improves 
children’s well-being and empathy. It helps them to understand 
their own identity, and gives them an insight into the world and 
the views of others.



What does 
reading for 
pleasure involve?

child-led volitional reading



Why do we want pupils to develop 
a habit of childhood reading?

‘Reading for Pleasure is the single most important indicator of a child’s 
future success’ (OECD, 2022)

There is a proven positive relationship between reading fluency, reading 
enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and Rumbold, 2011; Twist et 

al, 2007)

Becoming a lifetime reader is predicated on developing a love of reading 
(Sanacore, 2022)

Intrinsic motivation results to greater persistence in coping with difficulties, 
mastering skills and becoming self-determined in reading tasks (Deci, 1982)



Inference
Prediction
Questioning
Summarising
Evaluating
Making connections
Clarifying



What does reading for pleasure look like at Brecknock?





The core texts pupils will read across the school, this year
Year 1

Year 4

Year 2

Year 3 Year 5

Year 5Year 6



How can you help develop  your 
child’s love of reading?

Share a book with your child:

● Make the story sound as exciting as you 
can by changing your voice. 

● Talk with your child as much as you can:
● Introduce new and exciting language
● Encourage your child to use new 

vocabulary
● Make up sentences together
● Find different words to use
● Describe things you see



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Useful websites

https://www.brecknock.camden.sch.uk/learning/

Knowledge mats

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/

Reading lists

Phonics

https://www.spellzone.com/

Spelling support


