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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy New Year and welcome back to the Spring Term 2022 at Brecknock. We hope 
everyone enjoyed the Christmas holidays and you were able to spend some time with 
family and friends. The children have returned joyful and refreshed, ready for the new term 
ahead. The children and staff have been thinking about their new year's resolutions, 
setting their goals for a healthy and happy 2022. The term is filled with many exciting 
projects, themes and activities.  
 
 
We continue our whole school theme, Time to Talk; Time to Change, where we will continue to develop our oracy 
skills to help us make positive changes in our community and beyond. We are looking forward to the chance to 
showcase our developing speaking skills on World Speech Day later in the term. 

 
 
This term there will also be a focus on being healthy, one of our core school values. As part of 
this we will be taking steps to becoming a water only school and we will send out information 
about other initiatives we are taking to become even healthier.  
 
 

We will also be commemorating Martin Luther King Day and Holocaust Memorial Day this month, thinking about 
rights, promoting equality and social justice. 
 

Covid-19 
 

Nationally, we continue to manage Covid-19, with rates of infection remaining very high in our community. We are 
committed to ensuring face-to-face education for all children continues during the current wave of the Omicron 
variant. To help us do this, please continue to follow all public health guidelines, including regular testing and mask 
wearing at school drop off and pick up times. We will work with you to manage COVID related absence for both 
children and staff.  Thank you for your continued cooperation with this, as well as your support to keep our community 
safe. 
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Testing /Isolation Changes 
 
The 10 day self-isolation period for people who record a positive test result for COVID-19 has been 
reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason. Individuals may 
now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative 
test results on these two days are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The 
first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 
hours apart. If both these test results are negative, and an individual does not have a high 
temperature, they may end their self-isolation period.  
 

Close contacts of a positive case no longer need to self-isolate if they are below the age of 18 years and 
6 months or are fully vaccinated. Instead, they should take a lateral flow device (LFD) test every day, 
for 7 days. Children under five years old do not need to take part in daily testing for contacts of COVID-
19 and do not need to isolate.  
 
Attendance at school is essential for all children, to support their academic development and wellbeing. 
We continue to work towards our attendance target of 97% and with individual families to support you 
all. We appreciate the challenges that Covid presents and take this into account for children’s 
attendance.  

 
 

Term Dates and INSET days 
 
The updated term dates for 2022-23 will published on the school website this week. Please do 
refer to the term dates when arranging holidays, as leave during term time cannot be 
authorised in accordance with the school’s Attendance Policy.  
Please note the change to the term dates this summer term, which we informed you of last 
term in a December newsletter. As you may be aware, an extra bank holiday has been 
announced for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The Department for Education has therefore amended the 
Education Regulations to recommend that schools close that day or on another day. As the Bank Holiday falls 
within the half term, we will be finishing Summer 1 on Thursday 26th May 2022, with Friday 27th May 2022 being 
the first day of the half term.  
 

Curriculum 
 

Curriculum letters and leaflets, providing information about your children’s learning this term, 
will be sent out on Friday 14th January.  
Clubs are being organised and a letter of what is on offer will be communicated with families this 
week. Please do contact the office if you have any queries about this.  
 
We hope the term is an exciting and successful one for our children. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Helen and Conor 
 


