
       VOCABULARY  KEY LEARNING 

To be able to under-

stand maps, it is im-

portant to have map-

reading skills. Maps are 

usually too small to 

contain lots of writing 

so instead there 

are symbols which show 

important landmarks, 

places and areas. There 

is usually a key at the 

side of the map which 

explains what these 

symbols mean. 

Lines of latitude Imaginary lines 
around the world that goes from East 
to West  

Lines of longitude Imaginary lines 
around the world that goes from North 
to South 

Continent A landmass made up of 
many countries  

Grid square Used to help locate places 
on a map  

Scale The ratio of a distance on a map 
to the real distance on the ground  

Relief The difference between the 
highest and lowest elevations in an 
area  

Compass An instrument used for navi-
gation and orientation  

Physical features The natural features 
on the earth’s surface that are not 
manmade  

Human features All the features on 
the earth’s surface that have been add-
ed by humans  

Density The average number of peo-
ple living in an area per square kilo-
moter (sq/km)  

Ordnance Survey: The official govern-
ment organisation responsible for pro-
ducing maps in the UK.  

GEOGRAPHY KNOWLEDGE MAT 

 Find counties and cities using a map. 
 Use the compass points to describe counties and cities in relation to each other.  
 Observe aerial view photographs to compare counties and cities 

COMPASS AND MAP WORK 

WHAT YOU SHOULD ALREADY KNOW 

A map is a two-dimensional drawing of an area. Maps can show the countryside, a town, a country or 
even the whole world! They are used to help plan routes from one place to another, or to find certain 
features such as castles or hills. Different types of map are used for different things depending on 
whether you are walking, driving or even flying somewhere. Maps can be on paper or on a mobile 
phone, tablet or computer. 

 
Scale: The scale of a map helps 
us calculate the size, height and 
dimensions of the features 
shown on the map AND the 
distances between different 
points.  The scale shows how 
much bigger the real world is 
than the map. If the scale is 
1:50,000 it means that the map 
is 50,000 times smaller than the 
real world. For example, every 1 
cm on the map represents 
50,000 cm in the real world.  

SKILLS AND FIELDWORK 

Year 3: Counties and Cities in the UK 

WHAT CAME BEFORE 

WHAT COMES NEXT 

Locating Countries; Year 6: World Countries  

Use compass directions (north, south, east and west) 
when locating features on a map  

Create a basic map of my local environment, showing 
key physical and human features  


