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Log on to Mathletics (www.mathletics.com) AND MyMaths to practice the skills you have learnt in class and at home! 

Please ask your teacher or Henry if you do not know your username or password. 

http://www.mathletics.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       VOCABULARY 

MAIN IDEA 

 Steps to Success 

Adding fractions with the same denominator 

  

Adding fractions with the 

same denominator 

1) Write the calculation. 

2) Convert any mixed fractions 

into improper ones. 

3) Check the denominators are 

the same. 

4) If so, add the numerators 

together for the new total. 

5) Keep the denominator the 

same—do not add them 

together! 

6) If the answer is an improper 

fraction, turn it back into a 

mixed.  

  
  

Adding fractions with 

different denominators 

1) Write the calculation. 

2) Convert any mixed fractions 

into improper ones. 

3) If the denominators are not 

the same, can one 

denominator fit into the 

other? Do they share a 

common multiple? 

4) Put them into the same 

denominator by multiplying 

the top and bottom by the 

same number. 

6) Add the numerators 

together for the new total. 

Common denominator: A multiple 

that both denominators share. 

Sometimes they need to be created 

by multiplying the bottom and top 

by the same number. 

Denominator: The bottom number 

in a  fraction. It shows how many 

equal parts that the item has been 

divided into.  

Improper fraction : A fraction 

where the numerator is greater 

than the denominator. It has a 

value greater than 1 i.e. 5/4  

Multiple: A number that can be 

divided by another number a 

certain number of times without a 

remainder.   

Mixed fraction - A number that is 

made up of a whole number plus a 

fraction.  

Numerator: The top number in a  

fraction. It shows how many of the 

equal part someone has. 

Vinculum: The horizontal line draw 

between the numerator and 
denominator.  

Whole number: A counting number 

which is complete and not including 

any fractions of amount i.e. 2 is a 

whole number, 2.3 is not. 

ADDING FRACTIONS METHOD MAT YEAR 5 

Adding fractions with different denominators 

Remember: 

When adding fractions, we only ever add the numerators together and never the denominators. This is 

because the denominator tells us how many times an object or amount has been divided equally. So a 

denominator of 4, means something has been divided 4 equal times. The numerator tells us how many 

of those equally divided pieces we have so you can find out how many of those slices of 4 you have.  

  

  

We always need to make sure the denominators are the same so that  we can easily combine the 

different amounts. Sometimes, the denominators are different, in which case we find a common 

multiple that they both fit into. NOTE: It is almost always easier to find a larger common multiple by 

using multiplication, rather than dividing to a smaller denominator.  

Here, we have 2/4 and 1/4, so together we have a total 

of 3/4. The denominator stay the same because we 

haven’t changed the size of the divided pieces.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 VOCABULARY 

MAIN IDEA 

 
Steps to Success 

          Subtracting fractions with the same  

                             denominator 

  

Subtracting fractions with the 

same denominator 

1) Write the calculation. 

2) Convert any mixed fractions 

into improper ones. 

3) Check the denominators are 

the same. 

4) If so, subtract the 

numerators together for the 

new total. 

5) Keep the denominator the 

same—do not subtract them ! 

6) If the answer is an improper 

fraction, turn it back into a 

mixed.  

  
  

  

Subtracting fractions with 

different denominators 

1) Write the calculation. 

2) Convert any mixed fractions 

into improper ones. 

3) If the denominators are not 

the same, can one 

denominator fit into the 

other? Do they share a 

common multiple? 

4) Put them into the same 

denominator by multiplying 

the top and bottom by the 

same number. 

6) Subtract the numerators for 

the new total. 

Common denominator: a multiple 

that both denominators share. 

Sometimes they need to be created 

by multiplying the bottom and top 

by the same number. 

Denominator: The bottom number 

in a  fraction. It shows how many 

equal parts that the item has been 

divided into.  

Improper fraction : A fraction 

where the numerator is greater 

than the denominator. It has a 

value greater than 1 i.e. 5/4  

Multiple: a number that can be 

divided by another number a 

certain number of times without a 

remainder.   

Mixed fraction - A number that is 

made up of a whole number plus a 

fraction.  

Numerator: The top number in a  

fraction. It shows how many of the 
equal part someone has. 

Vinculum: the horizontal line draw 

between the numerator and 

denominator.  

Whole number: A counting number 

which is complete and not including 
any fractions of amount i.e. 2 is a 

whole number, 2.3 is not. 

SUBTRACTING FRACTIONS METHOD MAT YEAR 5 

Subtracting fractions with different 

denominators 

Remember: 

Remember, when subtracting fractions, we only ever subtract the numerators and never the 

denominators.  We always need to make sure the denominators are the same so that  we can easily 

take one amount away from the other. If the denominators are different, we have to find a 

denominator that they both fit into. Sometimes one of the denominators fits into but other times you 

have to find a multiple they both fit into. Knowing your times tables is key! It is almost always easier to 

find a larger common multiple by using multiplication, rather than dividing into a smaller denominator.  

Don’t forget, whatever you multiply the denominator by, you must also multiply the numerator by the 

same amount to keep the ratio the same.  



 
       VOCABULARY 

Multiplying fractions is the most straightforward operation when working with fractions. Once they’ve 

been lined up, you can really simply just ‘multiply across’ with no conversions necessary. Remember, 

every whole number has a secret          hiding under it. This will help you when multiplying a fraction to 

a whole number.  

MAIN IDEA 

 
Steps to Success 

A fraction multiplied by a whole number 

A fraction multiplied by a 

whole number 

1) Write the calculation. 

2) Make the whole number 

a fraction over 1. 

3) Multiply straight across 

(numerator x numerator, 

denominator x 

denominator) to get your 

final answer.  

4) If your answer is an 

improper fraction, convert it 

back to a mixed fraction. 

  

Denominator: The bottom 

number in a  fraction. It shows 

how many equal parts that the 

item has been divided into.  

Fraction: A part of a whole. A 

common fraction is made up of a 

numerator and a denominator.  

Improper fraction : A fraction 

where the numerator is greater 

than the denominator. It has a 

value greater than 1 i.e. 5/4  

Mixed fraction - A number that is 

made up of a whole number plus 

a fraction.  

Numerator: The top number in a  

fraction. It shows how many of 

the equal part someone has. 

Of: It means multiplication in 

mathematics. 

Vinculum: The horizontal line 

drawn between the numerator 

and denominator.  

Whole number: A counting 

number which is complete and 

not including any fractions of 

amount i.e. 2 is a whole number, 

2.3 is not. 

MULTIPLYING FRACTIONS METHOD MAT YEAR 5 

Remember: 

Key crossover: 


