ARTIST LEARNING
Vincent Van Gough drew and
painted still life pictures of man
made objects such as jugs and
shoes, and natural objects such as
fruit and flowers. He used only
pencil to draw this picture of a
milk jug.
Vincent Van Gough
‘Milk Jug’
(1862)
One of Van Gough’s most famous
still life paintings is of sunflowers.
Vincent Van Gough
‘Sunflowers’
(1889)

Georgia O'Keeffe was an American artist who painted nature. She
painted still life pictures of flowers.
Georgia O'Keeffe
‘Jimson Weed /
White Flower No.
1 ’ (1932)

ART KNOWLEDGE MAT- YEAR 4
STILL LIFE

WHAT CAME BEFORE
You experimented with drawing in
year 2 and year 3.

MAIN IDEA
In this unit you will look at still life
drawings and paintings. You will experiment with different pencil
grades and use them to create texture and show light in your pictures.

WHAT COMES NEXT
You will become increasingly confident with drawing. You will practice
drawing with a range of tools and
techniques to add detail and effect
to your pictures.

How to Draw Anzac Poppies

KEY LEARNING
A still life is a painting or drawing
of objects. The subject matter
cannot move (unlike a portrait) and
is close to you (unlike a landscape).
Sometimes still life paintings are
paintings of groups of objects
made by people, for example:
cooking pots, bottles, clothing or
household objects. Sometimes
they are groups of natural objects
such as food, flowers, fruits or
vegetables.
Different grades of pencils give
different effects.
Shading can be used to show light
and shadow in a picture.

KEY VOCABULARY
Subject matter: what
the artist has chosen to paint,
draw or sculpt.
Pencil grade: the grade of a pencil tells you how light or dark the
colour will be.

ARTIST LEARNING
Henry Spencer Moore was an English sculptor and artist. He is most famous for his semi
-abstract sculptures of people, often of
women and family groups. Moore’s sculptures are often made from bumpy forms and
have hollow spaces in their bodies. They
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KEY LEARNING
Top tips for sculpting with clay:

SCULPTURE
MAIN IDEA
In this unit we will use clay to make an abstract sculpture of a person. We will practice
techniques for sculpting and joining clay, and
look at sculptures made by famous artists,
giving our opinions of their work. We will use
clay to make a sculpture of our own, inspired
by the work of Henry Moore.

WHAT CAME BEFORE
You experimented with sculpting with recycled materials in year 1 and with natural
resources in year 3.

Practice different sculpting techniques
before you make your sculpture. You can
find different sculpting techniques here:
https://www.wikihow.com/Sculpt-Clay

WHAT COMES NEXT
You will continue to develop your
sculpting techniques, adding further details to your work and experimenting with
sculpting with a wider range of materials.

When your sculpture is finished, consider
pressing decorations such as glitter or
rocks, into the clay.
Make sure the clay is completely dry before you paint it.

sometimes have holes right through them!
Pieces of clay can be joined together using
slip . In this video artist Emma Majury
demonstrates how to join clay using slip.

‘Reclining Figure’
Henry Moore
(1951)
Moore’s sculptures might look very different to other sculptures of people you have seen. Have a look at
this sculpture of a head. There are no eyes,
nose or mouth. The head has been simplified
so there are no obvious features.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clipsvideo/art-and-design-making-sculptures-

KEY VOCABULARY
Abstract art: modern art which does not
represent images of our everyday world. It
has colour, lines and shapes, but they are
not intended to represent objects or living
things.
Slip: a mixture of clay and water.

ARTIST LEARNING

ART KNOWLEDGE MAT - YEAR 4

Historically, batik was used to decorate
clothing and wall hangings in Asia. Today,
it is used all over the world. These
clothes have been dyed using the batik
technique and are for sale at a market in
the Philippines.

WHAT CAME BEFORE

BATIK

You experimented with decorating and
joining and textiles in Reception and
Nursery.

MAIN IDEA
In this unit we will learn about batik, a
process used for dying material. We will
look at some artists who have used the
batik technique to create pictures and
works of art. Then we will have a go at
using the batik process to make pictures
of our own.

Sarah Tucker is a British artist who uses
batik to make pictures of landscapes and
seascapes.

‘From Golden Cap’
Sarah Tucker

Heidi Lange uses batik to make pictures
of people in Africa.

WHAT COMES NEXT

You will continue to develop your skills
and techniques for creating artwork
using textiles. You will learn to use fabric for weaving in year 5.

Creating a Batik
Lots of artists use hot wax when making their batik designs. We are going to use
wax-resist sticks, as these will be safer for us to use. Here’s how we will make our
batik designs.
1)

Draw your design on a piece of paper.

2)

Put your pencil drawing underneath your fabric and Sellotape the fabric to
keep it in place.

3)

Use a wax stick to trace over your design . Use bold lines as these will look
good when the fabric is dyed.

4)

Use a paintbrush to paint the dye onto the fabric. Dye can stain our skin and
our clothes so make sure you wear an apron and gloves.

KEY LEARNING
Batik is a technique used for dyeing
clothes and creating interesting designs.
First melted wax is put onto the fabric.
When the wax dries, dye is put onto
the fabric. The fabric soaks up the dye
everywhere except the places where
there is wax. The wax resists (or
blocks) the dye because wax is waterproof. The fabric will remain its original colour in the places that have wax,
even after it’s dyed. This process of
waxing and dyeing can be repeated to
create more elaborate and colourful
designs. After the final dyeing the wax
is removed and the cloth is ready for
wearing. Watch Batik dying in Indonesia here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=l3e221v9CEk
A tool called a canting (sometimes
spelled tjanting) is used to draw a
pattern with melted wax. The canting
has a reservoir to hold the liquid wax
and a spout to apply the wax to the
fabric.

(Untitled)
Heidi Lange

A canting, a tool used
for Batik dying.

