
What we will be covering today:

- The power of words (especially in maths!) 

- Mistakes and how they are great!

- Key Stage 2 Maths Curriculum explained + our calculation policy.

- Practical games and activities you can do at home.  
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Power of Words

A Carol Dweck study.

400 fifth graders were given an easy, short 

test, on which most performed well. Half the 

children were then praised for "being really 

smart." The other half were complemented 

on "having worked really hard." 

The children were then asked to take a 

second test and choose between one that 

was pretty simple, that they would do well 

on, or one that was more challenging, one 

they might make mistakes on.

90% of those praised for effort, took the harder test. Whereas nearly the exact opposite happened for 

those who were praised for their intelligence.



Power of Words



Try really hard never to say....

ñIwas rubbish at maths at schoolò

(I never tried at Maths at school and I wish I had because I know I could have done it)

Or

ñI was amazing at maths at schoolò

(I worked so hard at Maths at school and it meant I did well.  I am proud of how hard I worked.)

Try really hard never to say

ñYouôre so good at Mathsò

(I am so very proud of all your hard work and effort) 

Or

ñItôs ok - youôre probably just not a Maths personò

(I know youôre making some mistakes but keep trying and working hard.  Hard work always pays off and I will be proud of you ifyou continue this hard work.)



Mistakes

(They are all good!)

Mistakes when you are trying are normal.

- Maths usually has a right or wrong answer, so mistakes can be more obvious. 

Praise or celebrate effort, systematic approaches or trying to solve a problem in 

different ways.

- Every mistake is an opportunity to improve and learn.

- Being right all the time means you aren't challenging yourself.

- Mistakes are good if we learn from them - hold mistakes to account!




