Friday 13th November 2015

Message from the head

Brecknock’s Think Tank!

I do hope you have all signed up for a meeting with
your child’s class teacher next week. These are very
important events for you to find out how your child
has started the year and what you can do to support
their learning. Expectations in all year groups are
significantly higher now and the ways children are
assessed has changed. Teachers will be able to talk
to you about this and answer any questions you
might have. Please make an appointment directly
with the teacher if you haven’t done so yet.
Time marches on and we are already beginning to
think about our Christmas Fair which will take place
after school on FRIDAY 11th DECEMBER, please keep
the date free. Our wonderful Parents Association
met on Tuesday at the regular coffee morning to
begin to plan the event and there are lots of exciting
ideas. We need as many people as possible to be
involved though – many hands make light work! Do
try and come along to the coffee morning after ‘drop
off’ next week and get involved.

Brecknock’s very own ’Think Tank’ club have come up with an idea for raising some
money for local charities. Ayesha has written the blurb below to persuade to help out!

Dates for your calendar
16th November
19th November
27th November
3rd December
3rd December
4th December
8th December
8th December
10th December
10th December
11th December
14th December
15th December
16th December
18th December
21st Dec-1st Jan
4th January
5th January
12th January
15th January
25th January
1st February
10th February
10th February
15th-19th Feb
22nd February
3rd March
4th March
7th-11th March
8th March
24th March
25th Mar-8th Apr
11th April
2nd May
30th May-3rd June
6th June
7th June
20th July

Sicily Class to London Zoo
1/2 Year 6 to Regent Street Cinema
Brecknock Bargains Table Top Sale
1/2 Year 2 to Unicorn Theatre
Year 4 to Unicorn Theatre
1/2 Year 2 to Unicorn Theatre
Year 6 to Theatre (evening)
Nursery Christmas Show @ 2pm
Reception Christmas Show @ 2pm
Corsica Class to CLC
Christmas Fair @ 3.45pm
Sicily Class to CLC
Year 1 Christmas Show @ 2pm
Year 2 Christmas Show @ 2pm
Last day of term—close @ 2pm
Christmas Holidays
INSET Day—School Closed
School Opens—children back
Jersey Class to CLC
Guernsey Class to CLC
Hawaii Class to CLC
Year 5 to the Royal Observatory
Year 5 to Unicorn Theatre
Tahiti Class to CLC
Spring Half Term Holiday
School Opens—children back
Jamaica Class to CLC
Cuba Class to CLC
Brecknock Book Week
Year 1 to Unicorn Theatre
Last day of term—close @ 2pm
Easter Holidays
School Opens—children back
May Day Holiday—School Closed
Summer Half Term Holiday
INSET Day—School Closed
School Opens—children back
Last day of term—close @ 2pm

Brecknock Primary School, Cliff Villas, London. NW1 9AL

On Friday 27th November 2015, we are having the school’s first table top sale in the
bottom hall. This is your chance to sell all sorts of things! If you want to sell your things,
then bring them to Brecknock Bargains! If there’s something you want, then you’ll find
it at Brecknock Bargains! If you have an old pair of jeans, bring them here. If you have
old toys, then bring them in. Maybe someone else wants to buy it! You can even make
things for the table top sale. For £3, you can rent a table to sell your unwanted things.
The money that we will be making will be sponsored to local charities.

Please be prompt!
We would ask for your help next
week to make sure you are all on time
to collect your children.
With parent conferences starting at
3.45pm it is really important teachers
aren’t delayed in the playground
waiting for children to be collected.
When children are late and teachers
wait with them it means that they are
then late to start their conferences
which holds up other parents and is
not fair to them. Thank you.

Home Learning Resources
Encourage your children to use their logins
for Reading Eggs and Mathletics. We know
that by practicing skills at home using these
supports learning in school.
www.readingeggs.co.uk &
www.mathletics.co.uk
Also, Phil the Storyteller’s website where you
can access videos of his stories from home.
Fill the registration form in on the website
and enter the school top code: Gsjm_2049
www.thestoryemporium.co.uk

Attendance
Rabbit & Early Bird
Winners
2nd-6th November
Attendance KS1: Skye—98.71%
Attendance KS2: Hawaii—99.1%
Early Bird: Lindisfarne—1 late

Friday Tea—Year 1
Friday 20th November

Christmas Dinner
17th December—if your child is not
usually school dinners but you’d
like them to have the Christmas
meal please order at the office.

Happy Anniversary!
Maria (Y3) and Viv (Reception) recently celebrated a special anniversary—Silver! That is 25 years since they started working at
Brecknock! Their unwavering commitment to the children and the
school, as well as their dedication over the years, are to be
admired. They are part of the fabric of our wonderful Brecknock
community. Let’s not forget Leroy (Y4), who pips them with 26
years service and counting. However, they all still have a way to go
to catch up with Sue in the office, who has been here (in many
roles) for over 40 years! Thank you to all of them for everything
they have given to the school, children and families and let’s look
forward to many more fantastic years together.

Christmas Fair
Brecknock Needs You! The Christmas Fair in on Friday 11th December from 3.45pm—5.30pm. We
need all of you to help make this a wonderful
event—bake a cake, do face-painting, help set up,
run a stall—anything at all. If you can, please come
along to the Parents’ Association coffee morning on
Tuesday 17th November to learn more. There is also
a volunteer sign up sheet in the office. Look out for
the letter coming home from the Parents’ Association
with more information. If you have any questions
speak to a committee member or Sue Dunbar.
Tel: 0207 485 6334

Twitter: @BrecknockSchool

Reminder—Dogs
We kindly ask for dogs not
to be brought into the
school playground. If you
have brought your dog to
collect your children from
school, please can you
make sure they are tied up
a little way away from the
school gates. Thank you for
your support in this.

Web: www.brecknock.camden.sch.uk

Every class was working hard last week to prepare for their debates. We had some
brilliant speakers and it was clear how much work the children had done to prepare
themselves to be able to argue their sides point. The videos are now up on the website. Use the QR codes below to visit each year groups news page to see the debates for yourself. Martin Pratt, director of Children, Schools and Families for Camden, was visiting this week and manager to see a bit of year 6’s debate ‘Attacks on civilian populations (strategic bombing) were justified during World War II’. He later tweeted, ‘Great debate today! A privilege to hear
Camden’s next generation dealing with the big issues’. We are very proud of the children and how their skills in debating have improved since we
started this initiative a few years ago.

Year 1 Debate

Year 2 Debate

Year 3 Debate

Year 4 Debate

Year 5 Debate

Year 6 Debate

This house believes that
children should be
allowed to eat & drink
whatever they want.

This house believes that
Thomas Farriner should
have been sent to jail.

This house believes that
people who chop down
rainforest trees should
be punished.

This house believes that
children should be
made to buy only
Fairtrade.

This house believes that
all wars are justified.

This house believes that
strategic bombing in
WW2 was justified.

On Monday, Corsica went to visit London Zoo. The
children visited the Lemurs first and got told by a zoo
keeper that the oldest lemur was 27 years old! The
children then had two education sessions; one on endangered animals and one on animal
adaptations. The children had the opportunity to stroke a corn snake and a hissing cockroach! The
class was very brave! There was a lot of discussion about deforestation and the causes of it. The
class talked about the illegal pet trade and how some animals are killed for their fur, skin and
tusks. In
groups of
three, the
children then went into 'the rainforest'
using binoculars, checklists and digital
thermometers to identify features of
different animals. To finish, they visited
the gorillas and tigers! Use QR code to
see more pictures form the trip.

Golden Book Awards and this weeks winners are...

Kyle & Melode—Mull, Zeineb & Saniya—Skye, Hanna& Hallie—Guernsey, Ajwad & Selina—Jersey, Callum & Marcello—Y3, Sameer & Sharnelle—Y4, Priam & Ibrahim—Y5, Lou Lou & Suraya—Y6
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